
A review of procedural differences between determinations of eligibility for special
education services resulting in IEP development, compared to a medical diagnosis resulting
in a possible Plan of Care (POC). The following charts lay out the official wording for each,
followed by a brief discussion of how that applies in practice for schools and families.

Educational Eligibility vs.
Medical Diagnosis
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School-based eligibility for services through the Category of Autism IS NOT the same as
a Diagnosis of Autism. You do NOT need a Diagnosis of Autism to be eligible under the
Category of Autism for school-based eligibility and services. 
Medical diagnosis is Autism Spectrum Disorder (ASD) and requires specific
characteristics universal among individuals with this diagnosis that can be transferable
to the two eligibility criteria for special services. 
Both the eligibility category and the medical diagnosis require information about the
individual’s development prior to age three so thoughtful collection of medical, family,
and educational history MUST be a part of the evaluation.

THINGS TO REMEMBER
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Below is a Table from the Missouri Autism Guidelines Initiative published in 2012. It reviews
differences in the source of regulating criteria, evaluations, and intervention planning
between three groups of service providers: Clinical/Medical, Educational, and Community-
based programming such as those through Department of Mental Health and Disability
Services. 
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