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Picture communication is a form of Augmentative and Alternative Communication (AAC). Itis
a way for one to communicate without replying on verbal speech. Instead, to communicate,
the learner uses cards with pictures, symbols, or words to ask for things, make comments,
answer questions, and to communicate in general.

Picture communication is commonly used by speech pathologists, occupational therapists,
psychologists, social workers, parents and teachers who have been trained to use this
technology.
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https://www.etsy.com/listing/206849020/ created using a binder, folder,. etc. It does_n't !
my-choice-board-communication-visual have to be fancy! Just some pictures, lamination,

and velcro will do the trick!

HEAR OF PECS?

You may be familiar with the term; Picture Exchange Communication
System also known as PECS. This is a great system, however, it can
be very expensive to be certified, purchase the curriculum, program
materials, etc. It is definitely possible to create materials that work
and facilitate communication in your classroom without following a
particular program! Check our our free resource library for some
visuals you can use to get started! Remember! ALL COMMUNICATION
IS ACCEPTED AND HONORED!
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https://www.etsy.com/listing/206849020/my-choice-board-communication-visual
https://www.etsy.com/listing/206849020/my-choice-board-communication-visual
https://www.amazon.com/Autism-Speech-Communication-Apraxia-Aspergers/dp/B01LMI2PEW/ref=asc_df_B01LMI2PEW/?tag=&linkCode=df0&hvadid=343191214486&hvpos=&hvnetw=g&hvrand=16898624136401672043&hvpone=&hvptwo=&hvqmt=&hvdev=c&hvdvcmdl=&hvlocint=&hvlocphy=9023750&hvtargid=pla-951721498272&mcid=44e85b3e966a3d1ea619ea2dd447adc7&ref=&adgrpid=64450094290&gclid=CjwKCAiA-vOsBhAAEiwAIWR0TekZbxAnT7-dwk0fWyRSzKN-Xot66uM3Um9Ib6eXPCUPQjQuntSloxoCxzkQAvD_BwE&th=1
https://drive.google.com/drive/folders/1L8JBnx_sV2QqFectt48DnCeBheKMvlLS
https://drive.google.com/drive/folders/1L8JBnx_sV2QqFectt48DnCeBheKMvlLS

TEACH THE LEARNER

1.Have students picture communication system assembled and
ready to go! Always make sure this is available to your students 1 Sty 0 e o
at all times! Lunch, recess, work time, break time. ? I %ﬁ%ﬂ:&ﬁi{:
2.Start with pictures of basic human needs and your students e
favorite things!
3.Start with teaching students to ask for reinforcing things:
Bubbles, coloring, legos, dolls, hug, cracker, water, etc.
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6.Use pictures during lessons in addition to spoken language to 8
model language for your students.
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PROS AND CONS OF PICTURE COMMUNICATION

Pros: Cons:

e Less expensive approach to teach e Requires a lot of attention from an
language individual with ASD to learn

o Facilitates expressive e Communication is limited to pictures
communication with labeled words

e No special training is needed e Can be time consuming to create
because pictues are used with system
labeled words e Cannot help with communication of

e Helpsincrease social communication more complex ideas

and interactions in the environment
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REMINDERS

1.Some students may need to use real pictures to help make the
real world connections. Some students may do great with
symbols from the start!

2.Do not EVER assume your student is “too low” for a Speech
Generated Device! Pictures are a restrictive form of
communication, we never want to hold our students back
because of our perception of their abilities!

3.ALL COMMUNICATION SHOULD BE HONORED AND HEARD! If your
student gives you “random” pictures, chances are they are not
random to them! Make sure to acknowledge and comment on
your students communication attempts!
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